Radiofrequency ablation of hepatic tumors.
Radiofrequency thermal ablation is receiving increasing attention as an alternative to standard surgical therapies for the treatment of liver neoplasms. Benefits over surgical resection include the anticipated reduction in morbidity and mortality, low cost, suitability for real time image guidance, the ability to perform ablative procedures on outpatients, and the potential application in a wider spectrum of patients, including nonsurgical candidates. This review examines reported clinical results of this new therapeutic technique, potential complications, current limitations, thermal ablation mechanisms, as well as technical features and diagnostic modalities used in the procedure.